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376 The Old Testament Student. 

them a national life. But neither their kings nor their priests ever obtained, as 
in those other countries, the exclusive moulding of their character. Their religion 
gave existence to an inestimably precious unorganized institution— the Order (if 
it may be so termed) of Prophets. Under the protection, generally though not 
always effectual, of their sacred character, the Prophets were a power in the nation , 
often more than a match for kings and priests, and kept up, in that little corner 
of the earth, the antagonism of influences which is the only real security for con- 
tinued progress. Religion consequently was not there— what it has been in so 
many other places— a consecration of all that was once established, and a barrier 
against further improvement. The remark of a distinguished Hebrew, that the 
Prophets were in Church and State the equivalent of the modern liberty of the 
press, gives a just but not an adequate conception of the part fulfilled in national' 
and universal history by this great element of the Jewish life ; by means of which, 
the canon of inspiration never being complete, the persons most eminent in genius 
and moral feeling could not only denounce as reprobate, with the direct authority 
of the Almighty, whatever appeared to them deserving of such treatment, but 
could give forth better and higher interpretations of the national religion, which 
thenceforth became part of the religion. Accordingly, whoever can divest him- 
self of the habit of reading the Bible as if it was one book, which until lately was 
equally inveterate in Christians and in unbelievers, sees with admiration the vast 
interval between the morality and religion of the Pentateuch, or even of the his- 
torical books, and the morality and religion of the Prophecies, a distance as wide 
as between these last and the Gospels. Conditions more favorable to progress 
could not easily exist ; accordingly, the Jews, instead of being stationary, like 
other Asiatics, were, next to the Greeks, the most progressive people of antiquity, 
and, jointly with them, have been the starting-point and main propelling agency 
of modern cultivation. — John Stuart Mill, in Representative Government. 



Luther and the Old Testament Canon. — In order to bring out more clearly 
the high value he attributed to his theological criterion, I ought further to men- 
tion here some of his opinions regarding different books of the Old Testament. 
These latter were positively better defended, as a whole, by that same tradition 
which did not afford equal protection to all the writings composing the apostolic- 
canon, and it was generally thought that, after eliminating the Apocrypha, the 
canon of the Synagogue was raised above all criticism. But Luther's exegesi* 
was skilful in discovering the evangelical element in the documents of the Old 
Covenant, and he did not hesitate to acknowledge his disappointments in this 
respect when his sagacity was deceived, and at once to draw from this fact con- 
clusions similar to those he had uttered regarding the four deutero-canonical 
books of the New Testament. On this point I shall quote from the interesting 
collection of Table Talk some examples which so clearly carry the stamp of his 
genius, and ow r e so little to the spirit of his ordinary surroundings that their 
authenticity cannot be doubtful. They will show how far his intelligence, more 
practical than learned, was able sometimes to grasp the meaning of the facts, or 
decide beforehand questions which had not yet arisen in his day. Thus, speaking; 
of Ecclesiastes, he says : " This book ought to be more complete : it wants many 
things ; it has neither boots nor spurs, and rides in simple sandals as I used to do- 
when I was still in the convent. Solomon is not its author," etc. Evidently this- 
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criticism applies to the theology of the book in which Luther, with justice, did 
not recognize the spirit of his own — i. e., of the theology of the Gospel. "The 
Proverbs of Solomon," he continues, " are a book of good works ; they are col- 
lected by others who wrote them when the king, at table or elsewhere, had just 
uttered his maxims. There are added the teachings of other wise doctors. 
Ecclesiastes and Canticles, are, besides, books not of one piece ; there is no order 
in these books; all is confused in them, which fact is explained by their origin. 
For Canticles, too, were composed by others from the sayings of Solomon, who 
therein thanks God for the obedience which is a gift of heaven, and the practice 
of which at home, or in public, brings peace and happiness, like to conjugal har- 
mony." "As to the second book of Maccabees," he says elsewhere, " and that of 
Esther, I dislike them so much that I wish they did not exist ; for they are too 
Jewish and have many bad Pagan elements." "The preachings of the prophets 
were not composed in a complete fashion. Their disciples and their hearers from 
time to time wrote fragments of them, and thus what is now found in the Bible, 
was formed and preserved." " The books of Kings are a hundred thousand steps 
in advance of those of Chronicles, and they also deserve more credit. Still they 
are only the calendar of the Jews, containing the list of their kings and their kind 
of government." " Job may have thought what is written in his book, but he did 
not pronounce these discourses. A man does not speak thus when he is tried- 
The fact at bottom is real ; but it is like the subject of a drama with a dialogue in 
the style of Terence's comedies, and for the purpose of glorifying resignation." 
" Moses and the prophets preached ; but we do not there hear God himself. For 
Moses received only the law of angels and has only a subordinate mission. People 
are not urged to good works by preaching the law. When God himself speaks to 
men, they hear nothing but grace and mercy. The intermediate organs, angels, 
Moses, emperor, or burgomaster, can only command ; we ought certainly to obey 
them : but only since God spoke by the Son and the Holy Spirit, do we hear the 
paternal voice of love and grace."— Beuss, Canon of the Holy Scriptures. 



